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The Workshop in Bellagio
June 19-25, 2014

"The precise location of heaven on 
earth has never been established, 
but it may very well be right here 

[on Lake Como]."
~ Herb Caen

 
Following the great success of the 2012 
and 2013 Arkansas Arts Center (AAC)-
Italy Adagio workshops in Italy, we’ve 
now launched our third workshop, which will take place June 19-25, 2014 in 
Bellagio on picturesque Lake Como. 

Bellagio is simply the most beautiful town on Lake Como (itself the most 
beautiful of the northern Italian lakes). It’s nestled at the point where the eastern 
and western branches of Lake Como merge to form one lake stretching north 
towards the Alps, thus offering endless magnificent panoramic views. 

In this small town of just over 9,000 people, life is lived on a human scale. There 
are only a handful of hotels. There are charming boutiques and shops. And the 
local bars (cafés) are perfect for enjoying the spectacular scenery and watching 
the world float by.

The workshop is suitable for artists at all 
levels, from novice to master. Most days 
8:30-11:30 a.m. will be devoted to drawing 
and painting.

Some Bellagio/Lake Como Highlights
• Welcome to Bellagio tour
• Boat tour on Lake Como
• Villa Carlotta and its magnificent gardens
• Villa Balbianello, the most romantic spot on 

the lake
• The colorful fishing village of Varenna, just 

a ten-minute ferry ride from Bellagio
• The gardens of Villa Melzi in Bellagio

Bellagio Cost

Cost for Workshop Participants: $3,350 per person in a double-occupancy 
room; $3,690 in a single room. 



Cost for Accompanying Guests Not 
Participating in the Workshop: 
$3,150 per person in a double-occupancy 
room; $3,490 in a single room.

Costs are based on 10-12 group members 
(workshop participants plus 
accompanying non-participants) and an 
exchange rate of 1 euro = 1.33 dollars; it is 
therefore subject to change. Air 
transportation to and from Milan, Italy is 
not included.
 
What Is Included
• All the above
• Guaranteed small group – maximum of 12 participants
• Seven days/six nights lodging in Bellagio at Hotel Bellagio – all rooms with 

lake views (and all breakfasts included)
• All tour-related in-Italy land transportation, including Milan-Malpensa 

Airport pick-up and drop-off
• Two group dinners
• Private guided tours of Bellagio, Lake Como by boat (including Villa 

Balbianello), and Villa Carlotta (and its gardens) in Tremezzo
• All tour-related museum entrance fees
• All tips (exclusive of optional tips for hotel chambermaids and other hotel 

personnel who might perform personal services)
• Experienced AAC instructor
• Italy Adagio program organizer and escort

Professional Development Credit & Tax Benefits

Architecture and Design Professionals
If you are a U.S. or Canadian architecture or design professional, you may be able 

to receive continuing-education credit for 
this workshop (plus the Venice add-on, 
below) from the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) through self-reporting. 
Click here for full information on the 
AIA website. 

K-12 Teachers in the State of 
Arkansas
The Arkansas Department of Education 
(ADE) will allow K-12 teachers in the state 

of Arkansas up to thirty (30) hours of professional development credit for 
attending and completing this workshop for professional – not personal – 

http://www.aia.org/education/ces/AIAB093368?dvid=&recspec=AIAB093368
http://www.aia.org/education/ces/AIAB093368?dvid=&recspec=AIAB093368


development as provided by the Education Department of the Arkansas Arts 
Center. Click here for more information. 

Tax Benefits for Continuing Professional Education
You may be permitted to deduct the cost of your trip as a work-related 
professional expense. Click here for IRS Publication 970, "Tax Benefits for 
Education".

Venice (optional add-on) 
June 25-28, 2014

Welcome to Venice – the Queen of 
the Adriatic, La Serenissima (The 
Most Serene). Venice was founded in 
the fifth and sixth centuries as 
barbarian invaders swept into Italy 
and mainlanders fled to the lagoon 
islands seeking refuge.

Today the city's 117 islands, 409 
bridges and 150 canals give it much of 
its fascination and charm. But equally  
captivating are Venice's Byzantine and 
Renaissance art (think Bellini, Titian, and Tiepolo) and architecture (think St. 
Mark's Basilica and Palladio).

Some Venice Highlights

• St. Mark's Basilica and St. Mark's Square
• Doge's Palace
• Accademia Gallery (Venice’s 

greatest treasure trove of 
Renaissance painting)

• Peggy Guggenheim Museum
• Rialto Bridge
• The colorful island of Burano

Cost for the Venice optional add-on 
is $1,850 per person in a double-
occupancy room; $2,100 in a single 
room. Availability of singles is 
limited. Cost is based on a minimum 
of 7 group members and an exchange 
rate of 1 euro = 1.33 dollars; it is therefore subject to change.

http://www.arkansased.org/divisions/learning-services/professional-development/current-professional-development
http://www.arkansased.org/divisions/learning-services/professional-development/current-professional-development
http://apps.irs.gov/app/picklist/list/formsPublications.html;jsessionid=B-zub+eOPKjos-rQPaGtBg__?sortColumn=currentYearRevDate&indexOfFirstRow=0&value=Tax+Benefits+for+Education&criteria=title&resultsPerPage=25&isDescending=true
http://apps.irs.gov/app/picklist/list/formsPublications.html;jsessionid=B-zub+eOPKjos-rQPaGtBg__?sortColumn=currentYearRevDate&indexOfFirstRow=0&value=Tax+Benefits+for+Education&criteria=title&resultsPerPage=25&isDescending=true


What Is Included?
• Guaranteed small group – maximum total of 12 

group members
• Private motor coach transfer from Bellagio to 

Venice
• Group transfers by water taxi, to Venice hotel 

and from hotel to Venice's Marco Polo Airport
• Three nights lodging at Locanda Ca' del Brocchi 

(all breakfasts included) on the quieter, "other 
side" of the Grand Canal

• Three-day vaporetto (water bus) pass
• Two half-day private guided tours
• One group dinner
• All tour related museum reservations and 

entrance fees
• Italy Adagio escort for time in Venice

Payment Schedule

Payment Schedule. Your $1,000 deposit by January 31, 2014, guarantees your 
place in this limited-space workshop/tour. We do not ask for an additional 
deposit for the Venice add-on, just that you indicate whether your deposit is for 
the Bellagio workshop alone or for the workshop plus Venice.

January 31, 2013 – Deadline for Italy Adagio to receive your $1,000 deposit. 
(You can still sign-up after this date if the trip is not closed.)

March 31, 2013 – Deadline for Italy Adagio to receive your final payment.

Please send checks payable to Italy Adagio, 2021 21st Avenue South, 
Birmingham, AL 35209. (We regret that we cannot accept credit cards.)

Travel in Good Health

Our tours and programs are within 
the capabilities of average people in 
good health. We do approximately 
one to two hours of slow to 
moderately paced walking, some of 
it uphill, spread through each half-
day of touring; we also stand 
listening to our tour guides for 
periods of one to ten minutes at a 
time in the midst of our walking. If you cannot do this, our tours may not be right 
for you. We do not want your health to be compromised, nor are we equipped to 



deal with group members’ personal health problems. See fuller information about 
this below in the first paragraph of the Responsibility statement.

Cancellation Policy & 
Insurance 

Cancellation Policy – Should Italy 
Adagio receive written cancellation of your 
trip before January 31, 2014, we shall 
make a full refund of recoverable costs, 
less a $1,000-per-person cancellation 
charge. Cancellations received after 
January 31, 2014 are not eligible for 
refunds. (If Italy Adagio must cancel a trip 
at any time, a full refund of monies received will be made.)

 
Travel Insurance – Over the past thirty years, people traveling with Italy 
Adagio have used the following companies for trip-cancellation/interruption 
insurance and have expressed satisfaction with them: CSA Travel Protection, 
Travelex Travel Insurance, and Access America. While you're at it, we suggest you 
might want to look into emergency medical evacuation insurance.

Square Mouth is a good place to start figuring out just what type of coverage 
fits you best, checking insurers' ratings, and comparing the prices for the 
same coverage offered by different companies. We also suggest a good look 
at Travel Insurance Review for much the same reasons.

Please take note: Some insurers allow you to be covered with pre-existing medical 
conditions (of yourself or immediate family members) if you sign up for the 
insurance within a certain number of days after making the initial trip deposit, 
e.g., 1 week, 10 days, 2 weeks.

It must be stressed that the owner/operator of Italy Adagio is NOT an insurance 
expert and is NOT qualified to make specific claims about any kind of insurance 
nor any insurance provider. We are trying to give you an easy guide, should you 
be interested, for your own investigation and decisions.

Itinerary & Program Modifications

Our itinerary and program are subject to modification and change. Every effort 
will be made to carry out the itinerary and program as planned, but alterations 
may occur even after arrival in Italy due to factors such as, but not limited to, 
weather conditions, changing local schedules, strikes, or logistical problems.

https://www.squaremouth.com/
https://www.squaremouth.com/
http://www.travelinsurancereview.net/reviews/
http://www.travelinsurancereview.net/reviews/


Who We Are

Timothy Tyler has been painting and teaching for 
thirty-eight years. He has held three adjunct art 
professorships; has been to Italy six times to paint, 
teach, and travel; and has conducted classes at  the 
Arkansas Arts Center, Rockefeller Institute and at the 
school for the Walton Art Center. Tyler’s work has been 
exhibited in forty-one U.S. states and hangs in three 
museums as well as in the State Capitol of Oklahoma. 
Professional memberships (present and former) include 
Oil Painters of America, Allied Artist of America, 
California Art Club and the Portrait Society of America. 

His work is noted for it's "sense of light" whether it be a landscape, figure, or still 
life. His studio is atop a mountain five miles from Fayetteville, Arkansas.

Daniel Lesnick is Associate Professor of Medieval and 
Renaissance History, Emeritus (University of Alabama at 
Birmingham) and is the creator/owner of Italy Adagio. He is a 
Lifetime Fellow of the American Academy in Rome, a past Fellow of 
the Harvard University Center for Italian Renaissance Studies in 
Florence, and twice winner of Fulbright fellowships to Italy. Dr. 
Lesnick combines his many years’ experience of living in Italy, 
scholarly and academic expertise, and over thirty years of arranging and leading 
small-group tours of Italy to give his guests the best Italy has to offer.

Responsibility

Dr. Daniel Lesnick operates tours of Italy under the names of Italy Adagio and 
Tour Italy, Inc. These tours and programs are within the capabilities of average 
people in good health. If you have concerns about your own capabilities and/or 
fitness as it relates to your tour/program, please inquire with our office before 
reserving a space. By forwarding a signed reservation and/or a tour deposit, you 
certify that you do not knowingly have any physical or other conditions of 
disability that would create a risk for you or other tour participants. We reserve 
the right to require a doctor’s statement of good health. The company’s or tour 
escort’s judgment shall provide the ultimate determination of an individual’s 
ability to embark on or to continue a tour. Once a tour has been confirmed, 
medical circumstances will not be considered as exceptions to our cancellation 
policy. We assume no responsibility for medical care or for special dietary needs. 
All participants are strongly urged to purchase trip cancellation and interruption 
insurance and to consider purchasing medical emergency evacuation insurance. 
You should check online or with your own insurance agent to obtain policy 
information.



The itineraries, programs, and arrangements shown in our brochure are based on 
the information available at the time the brochure was prepared and are subject 
to modifications, additions, and deletions as deemed necessary by Italy Adagio, 
due to factors such as, but not limited to, weather conditions, changing local 
schedules, strikes, or logistical problems.

The fee for each tour/program includes and is based on workshops as described 
above in the brochure; lodging in double-occupancy rooms; all breakfasts and 
specified lunches and/or dinners (¼ liter wine included); specified events; 
transportation during the tour as specified in the itinerary for that tour; all tour-
related personal-escort and private-guide fees; tips for hotels, drivers, guides, and 
group dinners; and tour-related museum reservations and entrance fees. Not 
included in the cost of your tour are air transportation to or from Italy, insurance, 
wine or other alcoholic beverages (unless specifically provided in the tour 
itinerary – e.g., tour-related wine-tasting), taxis for personal use, phone calls, 
passport or visa expenses, laundry or any items of a personal nature. Rates 
quoted above are based on 12-15 participants (or 8-15 participants in the case of 
optional add-ons); if a tour does not have its minimum number of paying 
participants (as just stated), a supplement may be charged to defray group 
expenses.

Italy Adagio may be compelled to amend prices, and we reserve the right to do so 
without prior notice. The prices of the tours are based on tariffs and exchange 
rates in effect at the time of their publication and are subject to adjustment in the 
event of any change therein. An increase in tour prices shall not be sufficient 
grounds for any refund of funds paid for the tour other than our normal 
cancellation policy terms as stated above.

Italy Adagio and/or its Agents act only as agents for the tour member in regard to 
travel including, but not limited to, sightseeing, meals, lodging, transportation, 
and all other services whether by railroad, motorcar, motor coach, water taxi, 
boat, ship, or aircraft, and they assume no liability for injury, damage, loss, 
accident, delay or irregularity which may be occasioned either by reason of defect 
in any vehicle for any reason whatsoever, or through the acts or default of any 
company or person engaged in conveying the passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the tour; or for any hotel proprietor or hotel service; or for any 
other person engaged in carrying out the purpose for which tickets or coupons 
are issued. They can accept no responsibility for losses or additional expenses due 
to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, 
quarantine, or other causes. All such losses or expenses shall be borne by the 
passenger, as tour fees provide for arrangements only for the time and locations 
stated. Baggage is at owner’s risk entirely. The right is reserved to 1) substitute 
hotels of similar category, when available, for those indicated and to make any 
changes in the itinerary or transport where deemed necessary or caused by 
changes in air schedules or equipment substitution; 2) cancel any tour prior to its 
start date in Italy, in which case full or equitable refund of the paid tour funds 



will be given, but Italy Adagio is not responsible for any other trip preparation 
expenses such as penalized or non-refundable air tickets, visa fees and medical 
related expenses; 3) substitute tour leader(s)/escort(s) for the tour leader(s)/
escort(s) originally specified, and this is not a basis for participant cancellation or  
refund other than provided by our normal cancellation policy terms; 4) decline to 
accept or retain any person as a member of any tour. In the event that it becomes 
necessary for the comfort or well-being of the passengers to alter itinerary or 
arrangements, such alterations may be made without penalty to the operator. 
Additional expenses, if any, shall be borne by the tour participant; conversely, 
refunds will be made to the tour participant if any saving is effected thereby. The 
right is reserved to decline to retain a participant for any violation of Italian or 
United States law or for violation of the terms set out in this brochure or for any 
other act or behavior which the tour escort or tour operator deems to endanger or  
harm in any way any member of the tour, and that participant shall have full 
responsibility for the total cost of the return of said participant to his or her home 
plus full forfeiture of all payments made to Italy Adagio. Should Italy Adagio or 
anyone acting on its behalf be required to incur attorney fees and costs to enforce 
this agreement, the enrolling tour participant(s) agree(s) to indemnify and hold 
them harmless for all such fees and costs. In the event a lawsuit is filed, the 
enrolling participant(s) agree(s) to do so only in the County of Jefferson in the 
State of Alabama. The payment of a deposit of any part or full payment for a 
reservation on any tour shall be deemed to constitute consent to the conditions 
contained herein.

info@italyadagio.com
205-423-9982

mailto:info@italyadagio.com
mailto:info@italyadagio.com

